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project description:

hansen and Williams Boag together submitted an 
entry in the Proposition 3047 Competition, looking at 
new development models and the establishment of a 
vibrant new major activity centre in Broadmeadows.  Our 
submission was focused on four key propositions; arrival, 
gathering, exchange and living.

Arrival	

A vibrant town centre based on the simple proposition that quality 
external spaces between buildings are equally as important as the 
facilities within. The network of built forms, public art and landscape 
spaces announce key points of arrival. Movement into and around the 
town centre is integrated with highly functional and aesthetic spaces. 
The railway station functions as key transit node, activity hub and arrival/
departure point.

Gathering

Within the town centre, the arrangement of functional precincts and urban 
spaces promote the gathering of people and activity. The town centre is a 
destination for people to gather, the edges of the centre provide permeability 
with active frontages and small spaces or activity ‘pods’ where people meet 
and talk. Gathering is also about entertainment and leisure. The network of urban 
spaces and diverse activities encourages people of all ages and ethnic backgrounds, 
which in turn builds a strong sense of community pride.

Exchange

The town centre is both a market place and a centre for exchanging ideas, cultures, 
information and conversations. The town centre evolves, creating its own identity with the 
built form as backdrop. Identity is centred in the spaces between the buildings and in the 
people and the activities they attract.

Living

As a major community hub the town centre is an integral part of daily life. Cultural amenity and 
expression are important aspects of quality of life and liveability. Learning centres of excellence 
and life-long learning operate within the town centre, along with a performing arts precinct and 
nearby education centres. 

The new Broadmeadows Town Centre becomes the ‘heart’ of the City of Hume.
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ARRIVAL

This is a scheme for a vibrant town centre based on the 
simple proposition that quality external spaces between 
the buildings are as equally important as the facilities 
they contain. It is our intention that placement of spaces 
and variety in their configurations and materiality on both 
horizontal and vertical surfaces provides an external 
circulation matrix that responds to the rich diversity in 
population and service requirements essential to the 
sustainability of the centre of the City of Hume.

Coupled with a quality external network the built forms, 
public art, and landscape features announce key points of 
arrival and form an integral part of the re-branding of the 
Broadmeadows Town Centre. 

Integrated well designed hard and soft landscaping and 
infrastructure reinforces the strong externally focussed 
‘signature’ urban design theme proposed throughout the 
Town Centre. Movement into and around the town centre is 
integrated within highly functional and aesthetic spaces.

The railway station functions not only as a key transit 
node but also as an activity hub and arrival and departure 
point. Offices, affordable housing and commuter style 
convenience shopping is integrated within this new and 
arresting facility.

Arriving by train the shopper, worker or visitor will experience 
well-lit, convenient and clear movement patterns through 
the spacious station precinct across Pascoe Vale Road and 
arrive in the heart of the town centre, the civic plaza and 
expanded retail core. 

Realignment of the pedestrian axis from east to west with 
a new contemporary “elevated” and covered pedestrian 
crossing creates a strong visual and physical link through 
the train station from the residential areas to the east of the 
tracks providing a significant and strategic direct pedestrian 
access to the civic plaza on the west side. Equipped with 
lifts and escalators this structure will deliver an arrival 
experience to the Town Centre not possible until now. 
Arriving at the civic plaza this sequence will connect to one 
of two bus terminals situated on the edge of the retail and 
civic precincts expanding the connection choices.

All modes of arrival to this key destination – by car, 
train; bus, foot and bicycle will be enhanced to create a 
convenient, well-integrated and highly legible access and 
circulation network emphasizing pedestrian comfort and 
safety.

Arriving by bus (smart bus and orbital bus services) at either 
of the two new bus terminals provides a convenient drop-

off and pick-up public transit service.  Ample space to sit, 
relax, enjoy a snack or socialise with friends whilst waiting 
for a bus will be matched by the ease of walking from 
the terminal to shops, the civic plaza, entertainment and 
community facilities including the TAFE Kangan Batman 
Campus and nearby Hillcrest Secondary College.
As residential densities increase around the Broadmeadows 
Town Centre more and more people will arrive on foot 
or bicycle to enjoy the diversity of goods, services and 
facilities.  Dedicated pedestrian and cycle paths to, from 
and within the Centre (integrated with the road network and 
public open space system) will connect people to different 
places and spaces in the Centre.  

The redevelopment of open lot car parks associated with a 
more intense built form will change the pattern of arrival by 
car. Multi deck (above and below ground) parking stations 
strategically located for ease of egress and ingress will 
conceal almost all parking activities associated with the 
Town Centre.  Vehicle traffic and main loading bay facilities 
will be externalised to the perimeter of the Town Centre 
accompanied by further improvement works to the road 
network to facilitate safe, convenient movements to and
from designated parking stations.

Where?

Why?

How?

Where to?

GATEWAY LOOKING NORTH ALONG PASCOE VALE ROAD

NEW BIG BOX RETAIL

NEW RESIDENTIAL

NEW PARKWAY ROAD

NEW RECREATION

MAIN STREET EXTENSION

NEW EDUCATION

NEW INDUSTRY

NEW BUS LOOP

NEW TRANSPORT HUB

NEW BOULEVARD

NEW RESIDENTIAL

NEW BIG BOX RETAIL
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GATHERING

Throughout the Broadmeadows Town Centre the arrange-
ment of functional precincts and urban spaces promote 
the gathering of people and activity. Varied uses, images 
and experiences throughout the Centre nurture a sense of 
belonging, ownership and civic pride.

The assembly of the performing arts, cafes and restau-
rants, community health and services, civic and judicial 
facilities south of ‘Main Street’ invites a strong focus, a 
new frontage for community interaction, local creativity 
and critical mass.

This gathering of like activities is enhanced by an 
attractive environment, which showcases high quality 
architecture, intimate urban spaces for contemplation and 
design, which optimises ESD principles and fosters day 

and evening usage of the Town Centre. 

An urban theme, which accommodates subtle changes as 
one travels from the retail precinct to the civic, commercial 
and community precincts and further to the large public 
open spaces to the west, the railway station and residen-
tial areas to the east is critical to underpinning a distinct 
identity for the Town Centre, which is both memorable and 
enduring.

The Town Centre is a destination for people to gather, the 
edges of the Centre provide a high degree of permeability 
with active frontages and small spaces or activity ‘pods’ 
where people meet and talk.  Places for people to meet 
also focus on the railway station, the bus interchanges, 
the civic plaza, the global learning village, the new per-

forming arts precinct and the cafés and restaurants along 
the narrow lanes and ‘main street’.  

Gathering is also about entertainment and leisure of-
fered in the Town Centre. The cinemas, performing arts 
complex, community meeting areas, leisure centre, youth 
centre and other indoor and outdoor entertainment and 
cultural venues are linked to create an intricate web of 
activity. 

The network of urban spaces and diverse activities 
gathers people of all ages and ethnic backgrounds to 
the Broadmeadows Town Centre, which, in turn, builds a 
strong sense of community pride.
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LIVING

The Broadmeadows Town Centre has been transformed 
into a living, vibrant and energised place with children, 
students, young adults, families and extended families 
as well as the elderly visiting the centre to shop, work, 
recreate and socialise. As a major community hub the 
Town Centre is an integral part of daily life, as well as part 
of the local neighbourhood for those who live within and 
close to the Centre.

More people using and living within and close to the Town 
Centre will enhance safety and personal security. Student 
housing, affordable O-Y-O and rental medium density ac-
commodation and multi storey mixed use housing will be 
located in and around the Railway Station Precinct, above 
ground level in the main street retail strip, above the new 
parking stations overlooking Broadmeadows Town Park 
and in and around the TAFE Campus and Leisure Centre. 
This injection of more people living within and on the 
doorstep of the Centre helps sustain a vibrant, lively place 
during the day, at night and on weekends.

Cultural amenity and expression are important aspects 
of quality of life and liveability.  The new performing arts 
precinct with its break-out spaces and rehearsal rooms, 
the civic plaza, cinema complex, nearby leisure centre and 
town park, as well as the network of small open spaces 
throughout the Centre, all of these places provide the 
opportunities to showcase the music, arts and cultures of 
the peoples of Hume.  Festivals, traditions and languages 
of the people from these different cultures are experienced 
in a range of indoor and outdoor venues building toler-
ance and social cohesion across all sectors of the wider 
community.  

Learning centres of excellence and lifelong learning 
operate from the Global Learning Village, the new 
performing arts precinct and nearby education centres. 
The Broadmeadows Town Centre and nearby businesses 
and institutions also play a vital part in creating a learning 
culture within the City of Hume. The concentration of 
public and private sector businesses in retail, commerce, 
administration and service provision in and around the 
Centre generates jobs as well as an expanded workforce 
who shop, socialise and live within or close to the Centre. 

The New Broadmeadows Town Centre is the ‘heart’ of the 
City of Hume.
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